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Figure 1: third eye by Swami Satyananda Sarasvati 
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This article seeks to show the various facets and opinions regarding the astronomical occurrence 

of combustion, and its astrological significance as dwelved upon in the astrological literature, in 

an attempt to reestablish this knowledge in the Jyotiña of today. 
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1 What is combustion?  

Combustion refers to the phenomena when a planets or stars visibility is obscured by 

the Sun. In other words: when the Sun appears to be residing in front of the planet /star  

in space from the observer¬s perspective. Naturally this is not applicable to bodies which 

are forever invisible such as the nodes and upa//aprakasha grahas  

The common astronomical term for combustion is heliacal setting1 which more accurately 

depicts the event of the planet or star¬s visibility just prior to combustion, where 

combustion itself occurs once the planet has already set. This event requires a more 

detailed description.  

1.1 Eastward movement  

All planets and stars move towards the eastern direction in their revolution around the 

Sun. As we are observing this phenomena from earth, it appears as if the Sun and the 

other planets are moving eastward around the earth. 

As the Sun travels eastward it transits over the stars and planets in the sky. The stars 

and planets which it already has transited or passed over can be observed in the 

morning sky just prior to sunrise  in the eastern horizon. The event of such a planet 

becoming visible in the morning sky is thus called the heliacal rising for that object and is 

considered very auspicious.  

 

Figure 2: Heliacal rising of objects 

Note the ecliptic also travels towards the east, but at a rate faster than the sun, thus, causing the sunrise. 

                                                      

1 «Helio¬ being the Sun., and «setting¬ being the end of visibility. 
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Similarly , planets or stars that the Sun is about to swallow or combust in its transit can 

be observed in the evening sky just after sunset right above the suns orb in the western 

horizon . These planets or stars are about to undergo their heliacal setting. 

 

Figure 3: Heliacal setting of objects 

Again note the ecliptic moving faster than the sun, thus, causing the sunset. 

Aptly the seers of astrology have called combustion astangata, a word  composed of the 

words asta which means setting and gata which means departed or arrived at. 

However, not all planets attain their heliacal setting whilst in the suns path  of eastward 

transit . Due to Mercury, Venus and Moon moving eastward at a speed faster than that of 

the Sun, their heliacal setting only begins in the morning, whilst the heliacal rising occurs 

in the morning, thus, the exact opposite of other planetary movements.  

But, Mercury and Venus hold a special significance when it comes to combustion, wh ich 

is described in the following paragraphs.  

1.2 Westward movement  

When the earth reaches a certain axis from the Sun it travels faster and appears to 

overtake other planets, just as one faster train overtakes a slower. This causes the slower 

train/object to appear to be moving backwards from the earths perspective and thus in 

the western direction, when in fact the earth is moving faster in its eastward movement. 

This phenomenon is called retrogression. 

Whilst the outer planets 2 will never move westward durin g their combustion , the inner 

planets, Mercury and Venus , can do so due to their close proximity with the Sun.  

                                                      

2 Saturn, Jupiter and Mars are considered as the outer planets in Vedic Jyotisha, but technically also includes Pluto, Uranus and other 

bodies which do not occupy an orbit between the earth and the sun.. 


